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ing through and over present troubles, and con-
soling themselves with pleasant visions of futurity.
This is commoner with women than with men,
because women derive a greater happiness from
the happiness of those about them than men do.
A woman as a rule would prefer that the people
who surround her should be cheerful, even if she
were not cheerful herself; whereas a man is often
not ill-pleased that his moods should be felt by
his circle, and regards it as rather an insult that
other people should be joyful when he is ill-at-
ease. Some people, too, have a stronger dramatic
sense than others, and take an artistic pleasure in
playing a part. I knew a man who was a great
invalid and a frequent sufferer, who took a great
pleasure in appearing in public functions. He
would drag himself from his bed to make a public
appearance of any kind. I think that he consoled
himself by believing that he did so from a strong
and sustaining sense of duty ; but I believe that
the pleasure of the thing was really at the root of
his effort, as it is at the root of most of the duties
we faithfully perform. I do not mean that he
had a strong natural vanity, though his enemies
accused him of it But publicity was naturally
congenial to him, and the only sign, as a rule,
that he was suffering, when he made such an
appearance, was a greater deliberation of move-
ment, and a ghastly fixity of smile. As to the *
latter phenomenon, a man with the dramatic